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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning and welcome everyone.  Thanks for coming out today as we will continue to explore what it means to receive an invitation from God and how to pray in that situation. 

I hope you find today’s journey both meaningful and challenging.

Notes from previous lessons are now available on our Grace website.







Let’'s Pray God’'s Word
Together as
Nehemiah Did

Psalm 119:57-60



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s pray God’s Word together Psalm 119:57-60
 
You are my portion, Lord; I have promised to obey your words. I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes. I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.

In keeping with Nehemiah’s practices was to pray scripturally from the heart.  ______________ Please read Psalm 119:57-60.   Then we need two volunteers to pray… 1st---______________ 2nd ________
 
Last week one of you brought this verse to my attention.  I won’t mention names to save any feeling  of embarrassment.  As it turns out, this little pearl from God’s Word is extremely insightful for our use as we receive and act upon God’s invitations to join Him in His work.  We will be returning to it in a bit.


Review

® Our challenge — Be a
Nehemiah!

® The Invitation Battle Rages
® The Victory Is Ours

® God’s Invitation — Receiving
Readiness

® Availability

® Relationships
® Need

® Heart

‘ he_miah’s Invitation
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Favorable toward striving to become little Nehemiah’s.  A church where it’s people seek out and receive God’s personal invitation to join Him in His work, encourage others to do the same, finish the job, and give God the glory.  

Battle Scene - Galatians 5:17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is…against the spiritual forces of evil, 1 Cor 15:57 ...He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ

When God’s Invitation comes in there are Receiving Rediness Factors at Play - Big or small, these invitations from God that come our way are important because they tend to help us grow in our Faith.  When we dismiss these invitations without proper due, we are leaving faith growth opportunities on the table.  Opportunities to grow closer to our God . To know and experience  Him in a deeper, more intimate way.

We the studied Nehemiah’s readiness factors

Nehemiah’s Invitation from God  -  Available – 1) to inquire about (or seek out) the well being of his countrymen 2) available to go to mission;  Relationships 1) Right with God, 2) With someone trusted and close to God

Any other thoughts about last week?  Questions about last week?



The Need

What is the significance?
Genuine?

® 1:3
® 9:36-37

5/5/19



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuing on our investigation of Nehemiah’s Readiness factors.  Starting with ________.  Please read the passage as it comes up on the screen.  After each passage is read we will have a time of open discussion.

1:3 City still in ruins They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.”  As mentioned in week 1, this is the scene where God is inviting Nehemiah to join Him in rebuilding the wall.  Some would say the broken down wall is a representation of the brokenness of God’s people brought to Nehemiah’s attention. Let’s go to the next passage for further clarification.

9:36-37 Slaves, great distress “But see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so they could eat its fruit and the other good things it produces.  Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress. (Levitical Prayer 2 days after the feast of the tabernacles.  A time of repentance is declared prior to renewing the covenant with God.)

What is the significance of the need being reported to Nehemiah?  Based on these scriptures, why do  you suppose Nehemiah is moved so deeply 1:4?  The people are indeed still suffering at the hands of the surrounding nations.  Slaves - God’s plan of complete restoration has not yet been completed. Less sin and more effort and is needed. 

The reality is that God’s enemies are still at work in and around Jerusalem.  They stopped work on the wall.  The surrounding people have the upper hand.

Do you see how the prayer of the Levites ends with “we are in great distress”  a parallel to vs 3 “great trouble and disgrace.  So even after the wall is finished, the Levites are claiming they are still in bondage.  Now , after the nation was physically rebuilt, it’s time for spiritual rebuilding,  the restoration and revival of God’s people.  The invitation just grew!!  Have you had any experiences where your invitation grew?  How did you handle it?


Nehemiah’'s Heart for
God

Evidences in Nehemiah’s life

that demonstrate his love of
God

14

®10:29
®5:15
® 5:16
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As I’ve done more and more research on Nehemiah receiving an invitation from the Lord and acting upon it,  the state of his heart, and our hearts for our invitations, came front center as perhaps one of the most critical conditions for achieving the desired outcome…complete the works God, our creator, has prepared in advance for us to do. Thus the sub title given this study…a heart for God and God’s People.

What we are looking for here are evidences or actions in Nehemiah’s life that demonstrate he has a heart for and loves God, 

Let’s read then give 1-2 word summary of what it was in Nehemiah’s life that demonstrated his love for God;  1-2 words

1:4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. (3-4 mos from Kislev (Nov-Dec) Vs 1:1 to Nisan Mar - April vs 2:1) Passion for the Kingdom of God, Submitted and dependent on God, “I can’t do this.”	
10:29 “Bind themselves to follow the Law of God” 10:1  - God’s Word in his heart,  Nehemiah 1st to sign
5:15 “But out of reverence for God I did not act like that” God fearing, submitted
5:16 “Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. Devoted to God’s work, top priority.  Today is mother’s day.  What does it mean when we hear “that mother is devoted to her children? 

What does it mean to be devoted to God?  Joshua 22:5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  

Based on the evidences above in Nehemiah’s life, do you believe he loved God?  Was Nehemiah all in? Did he truly love God? 

What does our heart condition have to do with receiving an invitation from God?





Nehemiah’s Heart for
God’s People

Evidences in Nehemiah’s life
that demonstrate his love for
God’s people. Describe that

love

®1:10
® 2:11
® 5:17-18
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What we are looking for here are evidences or actions or doing in Nehemiah’s life that demonstrate he has a heart for God ‘s people. 
1:10  “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. What evidence do we see here?  Compassion for countrymen, Nehemiah Cares, submitted people
2:11 “ I went to Jerusalem”  1:11  Cupbearer to  5:14 Governor (Palace to Ruble; Comfort to Hardship; Security to Danger)  Willingness to sacrificially  give time (12 years +), talent (As civil leader and construction manager)  
5:17-18  Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came to us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on these people. Treasure (paid from private alotment, not taxation of the people… estimated to be 150 men +  say 200 x $100/day X 52 =  $1M  in today’s dollars During reconstruction (plus it’s likely to have continued in some degree over 12 yr governorship.)

Summary of evidences Nehemiah had a heart for God’s people.  Who are yours our “God’s people”  What evidences would we see looking around Grace?



Our Mission Critical

Hearts

Things we do when our hearts
are right

® Mark 12:30
® Romans 5:5
® 1Peter 1:22
® Matt 15:19

® 1 Peter 3:15
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The previous two slides reference Nehemiah’s heart (for God and God’s People) What exactly do we mean? 
Old Testament locates in the heart the center of personal being. It is not merely the home of the affections, but the seat of will and moral purpose,  Everything flows from our hearts. If our heart is pure, our life will be pure; if our heart is corrupt, our life will be corrupt. Bible Hub, Strong’s lexicon - inner man including the mind and the will.

As we read the following, let’s be ready to discuss what the verse tells us about our hearts and God’s mission so can can get a better picture of how our hearts fit into receiving an invitation from God Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Receive Jesus

Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. Needed to love God

Romans 5:5  And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. Needed to receive God’s love.

1 Peter 1:22  Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.  Needed to love one another

Matthew 15:19 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. God answers believing hearts, Building of our faith

1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.





Guard Your Heart

What does it
mean?

Why?
® Matthew 5:8

How?

® Psalm 119:57-
® Proverbs 4:23 60

® Psalm 119:2 ® Psalm 37:31
® Jeremiah 17:10 ® Philippians 4.7
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MEAN?  Strong’s Lexicon to watch over, keep, to preserve, guard from dangers, observe, guard with fidelity, to guard, keep secret, to be kept close, be blockaded, watchman

As we read the following, let’s be ready to discuss what the verse tells us about guarding our hearts so we are prepared to receive an invitation from God. 

WHY?  Matthew 5:8   Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Namely, in the glass of his works, whether of creation, providence, or grace, here, and face to face hereafter: they shall have fellowship with him in his ordinances, and shall endure as seeing him that is invisible, while they walk by faith on earth, and shall be admitted to the most perfect vision and complete enjoyment of him in heaven. BENSON COMMENTARY Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. Psalm 119:2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart—. Jeremiah 17:10 “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind to reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve. ”Can’t fake it.  God knows our hearts. Judgement

Psalm 119:57-60 You are my portion, Lord;  I have promised to obey your words. I have sought your face with all my heart;  be gracious to me according to your promise. I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes. I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.  Our opening prayer revisited.  Looking to God, looking to turn to, looking to obey.

Psalm 37:31 The law of their God is in their hearts;  their feet do not slip.

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Fear vs peace; the prompt

Jeremiah 17:5  This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord.
Romans 2:5  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.
Proverbs 16:5 The Lord detests all the proud of heart.  Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.
Deuteronomy 30:6  The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.
 Col 2:11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh b was put off when you were circumcised by c Christ, 1
Psalm 81:12 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices.
Proverbs 27:19 As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart.[a]
Romans 10:10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.





Study Outline

Chapt | Topic
er

Intro Backdrop
1:1-3 Receiving an Invitation from

God

1&2  Praying and Acting on God’s
Invitation

3&4  Planning the Work God Gave us
to Do

S Leveraging Our Means to

Accomplish God’s Will
6&7  Persevering to Completion

8 Reviving Our Hearts Through
God’ < Waord


Presenter
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Notice the “DOING”words in our study outline   We are praying that God’s Word in Nehemiah touches our collective hearts and moves us to new actions…His purposeful works preordained .

Receiving an Invitation- How does it come? Can we miss it? How can we recognize it?  How do we prepare to receive it? What if we ignore it?
Praying and Acting - Once we sense God’s invitation to join in, what do we do with it?  How do we pray? How long do we pray? The Role of Fasting?  How do we authenticate?  Is there submission to authority involved?  How do prayer and planning go together? 
Planning – How to get others to come along? What are the secrets to organizing the work?  How do we overcome opposition and obstacles?  What’s our responsibility to the people? 
Leveraging our means – How can we further God’s Kingdom with what he has given us? Time, Talent, Treasure?
Persevering – How to finish.  Where does our strength come from?
Reviving …Word – Why so important? How does it work?
RRRRR– How do we get to a better place? What’s the path?
Moving – Trusting in God, Letting go, giving God the glory

Question:  Are there any other Nehemiah related topics you would like considered?


Nehemiah's Prayer —

Driven from the Heart
1:4

®* Passionate

® Diligent

® Fasting

® God focused
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Nehemiah 1:4  When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 

Passionate (wept, mourned) - Is it good to pray emotionally? Better than praying dry.  Shows concern that grips us when the Holy Spirit shows us the reality of the situation.  God opened Nehemiah’s heart to the tragedy…God’s work had been stopped by the enemy. God’s name had been dishonored.  When we are confronted with a tragedy and there’s an absence of feeling, what does it mean?   We no longer care about the things of God.  Confession time.

Diligent  - “for some days”  (prolonged, 3-4 months) How was he able to pray for 3-4 months day and night?  Wasn’t he busy?

Fasting – Ezra 8:21 There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our possessions.  How does fasting help us in prayer help?  Increases prayer discipline, humbles ourselves before God.

God Focused  “God of heaven”  Sovereign

Enemies of God winning the battle Ezra 4:23  As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled them by force to stop. Kingdom work halted Jer 29:10-14 “For the Lord says, ‘Only when the seventy years of Babylonian rule are over will I again take up consideration for you. Then I will fulfill my gracious promise to you and restore you to your homeland. 11 For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the Lord. ‘I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I have plans to give you a future filled with hope. 12 When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, I will hear your prayers. 13 When you seek me in prayer and worship, you will find me available to you. If you seek me with all your heart and soul, 14 I will make myself available to you,’ says the Lord. ‘Then I will reverse your fortunes and will re-gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have exiled you,’ says the Lord. ‘I will bring you back to the place from which I exiled you’
promise not yet fulfilled.  The enemies of God at work , Why?  Still sin among the people as we will hear from Nehemiah later on in sin among the people. This equates to furthering the gospel today.  Of the Spirit Phil  2:1-5  Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage Passion, for God’s kingdom work. 





Nehemiah's Prayer —
Eyes on the Creator

1:5

® Nothing is too hard for Him
® He keeps His promises

® He has promised to love us

® Qur Faith in Him is merited; He can, He
will
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Nehemiah 1:5 Then I said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments.  - 

Nothing too hard -  Faith Jeremiah 32:17 “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. God you are: sovereign, great, awesome, and faithful in your promises to me.

Keeps Promises, Loves Deut 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.

Expression of Faith Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  Know two things: My God is able; My God is willing

Surely my God who is sovereign, majestic, powerful, and in a covenant of love with me.  Consistent with and based upon truth in God’s Word. Asking God to fulfill a promise He has already made.    Prayer God,  because I know you from what the Bible says about you, and because I has seen you keep your promises made to my people , I believe you will hear my plea and answer my request to join you in your kingdom work if I am obedient to your commands. 

Nehemiah 1:5 Then I said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, The king himself had issued an order to stop work on the wall.  Now, Nehemiah was praying about putting himself in front of that same king and ask him to change his mind!  It’s a life threatening situation.  Only God can solve this one.  Personal plea indead. Ezra 4:23  As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled them by force to stop. 


Nehemiah's Prayer —
Confession of Sin

1:6-7

® Plea for God’s response

® Intercessary

® Humility

® Persistent

® Confession
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Nehemiah 1:6-7 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

Plea for God ‘s response -  let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear

Intercessory  - for your servants (not for me, but for the sake of my countrymen)

Humility  - Servant, Servants

Persistent preparation before God - day and night

Confession - . I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

When a tragedy is made know to us, and we are praying through the invitation, do you feel it’s appropriate to go to confession like Nehemiah did?  Why did Nehemiah do that?  (to ensure the people were in a position to enter into God’s promise

. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

Nehemiah 1:5 Then I said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, The king himself had issued an order to stop work on the wall.  Now, Nehemiah was praying about putting himself in front of that same king and ask him to change his mind!  It’s a life threatening situation.  Only God can solve this one.  Personal plea indead. Ezra 4:23  As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled them by force to stop. 


Nehemiah's Prayer —
Praying God’'s Word

1:8-10
® Claim God’'s Word
® Ask for the Blessing
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Nehemiah 1:8-10  “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’
10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand.
Scatter Lev 26:27-28, 33, deut 28:64;  Regathered Deut 30:1-5  Claiming God’s Word is like asking Him to do what He has already said He will do.  And besides, it helps us get it straight and pray according to God’s will.

Blessing  but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.



Nehemiah's Prayer —
Favor in the First Step

1:11
® Pray for the one thing
® Test the waters
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Nehemiah 1:11  Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.


Nehemiah's Prayer —
Heart Movement

® Compassionate
® Prayerful
® Ready for Action
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Heart Movement – When we pray for something consistently for 3-4 months, the prayer seems to evolve in specificity and personal involvement..  From Lord please help these people in need to “Lord how can I help.  To Lord, in order for this need to be answered these things must happen, to Lord go ahead of me and be with me as I step out in faith, obedient to your call.  The state of surrender seems to move ahead as well…from is this even possible to In you all things are possible, send me.   Then the rubber meets the road…am I willing  to endure personal sacrifice for the cause of Christ?   The months of Nehemiah’s daily conversations with God were leading up his getting his head around the whole thing in the form of a final prayer to his mighty God.  A prayer that said yes I accept your invitation with all my heart; in your grace. Nehemiah had to make major adjustments in his life to join God in what He is doing.
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