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Judges 12 Jephthah and Ephraim;  Ibzan, Elon and Abdon

Judges 13 The Birth of Samson

Judges 14 Samson’s Marriage riddle

Judges 15 Samson’s Vengeance on the Philistines with a donkey jaw

Judges 16 Samson and Delilah;  and his death

Judges 17 Micah’s Idols

Judges 18 The Danites Settle in Laish

Judges 19 A Levite and His Concubine

Judges 20 The Israelites Punish the Benjamites

Judges 21 Wives for the Benjamites
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Study on the Book of Judges Continues Thru 
February - Remember to Read Prior to Class 



Epilogue 
- Judges Chapters 17-21 

• Not intended to be a description of sequence of events 

– Author shows Israel’s heart 

• No judge discussed;  no foreign oppressor is identified  

– Enemy is now within Israel’s society 

• Israelites are not accused sin  

– Worshiping God as they see fit – like the Canaanites 

– Applying human moral law 

• Provides examples of Israel’s apostasy  

– Israel does not remember or understand the word of God 

– No longer attempt to follow God’s law 

– Anarchy within the nation of Israel 
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The Reader Is Expected To Apply The 
Principles From the Torah To The Reading 



Key Phrase Transition 
- Judges Chapters 17-21 

• Seven statements:  “children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the LORD” 

• Four statements: In those days there was no king in Israel 

– A time of lawlessness:  moral or civil 

– Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1, 21:25 

• Two statements: Everyone did what was right in his own eyes 

– Start of this section (Judges 17:6) 

– Occurs at the conclusion of the book of Judges (Judges 21:25) 

• Evident that this statement was applicable throughout the 
book of Judges 
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Micah and the Levite 
- Judges Chapter 17 

READING 

• Judges 17:1-6 

• Judges 17:7-13 
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Dysfunctional Family 
- Judges 17:1 

1 Now there was a man from the mountains of Ephraim, whose name 
was Micah. 2 And he said to his mother, “The 1100 shekels of silver that 
were taken from you, and on which you put a curse… here is the silver 
with me; I took it.”  And his mother said, “May you be blessed by the 
LORD, my son!” 

• Micah:  not a model son … 

– Ironic:  Micah means:  “Who is like Yahweh?” 

– Steals from his own mother 

• The Mother:  not a Proverbs 31 type woman … 

– Pronounced a curse in Micah’s hearing 

– “Counter-acts” the curse by pronouncing a blessing 
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Mixed Signals 
- Judges 17:3-4 

3 … he had returned the 1100 shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, “I 
had wholly dedicated the silver from my hand to the LORD for my son, to make a 
carved image and a molded image; now therefore, I will return it to you.” 4 ... 
Then his mother took 200 shekels of silver and gave them to the silversmith, ... 

• The mother dedicates the silver to the LORD for my son 

– Further attempts to counter-act the curse from V2 

– Gives a portion of the amount that she dedicated (200 vs 1100) 
• Broke 2nd command by two making forbidden images 
• Broke her oath – reminds one of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5) 

• Made two images  

– One carved image – probably made from wood or stone 

– One molded image – probably overlay with silver 

• Ironically – she invoked curse stated in Deuteronomy 27 
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More Irony 
- Deuteronomy 27:14-15;  Joshua 8:30-35 

14 “And the Levites shall speak 
with a loud voice and say to all 
the men of Israel:  

15 ‘Cursed is the one who makes 
a carved or molded image, an 
abomination to the Lord, the 
work of the hands of the 
craftsman, and sets it up in 
secret.’ 

“And all the people shall 
answer and say, ‘Amen!’ 
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• Blessings and Curses proclaimed by 
Israel from Mt Gerizim and Mt Ebal 

– Joshua renews the covenant 
(Joshua 8:30-35) 

– The Levites read the law and the 
blessings and curses 

– Israel responded:  “Amen!” 

 

 

Blessings 

Curses 



Micah’s Shrine 
- Judges 17:5 

5 The man Micah had a shrine, and made an ephod and household idols; 
and he consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest 

• Micah adds the two idols to his already created shrine 

– Not the first idols Micah created 

• Made an ephod for the occasion … 

– Can also be interchangeable with carved / cast image 

– Probably a garment worn by the high priest of Israel 

– frequently mentioned in close connection with the sacred oracle 

• … and with a house full of idols, one would need a priest … 

– But there is something less than authentic in having one’s son be 
the family priest 

– After all, he is not a Levite 
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A Pause in the Story 
- Judges 17:6 

6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes. 

• Two phrases - similar literary use as “did evil in the sight of the LORD” 

• “In those days there was no king in Israel”:  found four times in Judges 

– Beginning and end of the “Epilogue” section of Judges 
• Judges 17:6 and Judges 21:25 (the end of the book) 

– Tribe of Dan – adopt Micah’s idolatry (Judges 18:1) 

– The Levite’s Concubine (Judges 19:1) 

– There was no righteous king to follow – time of lawlessness 
• Highlights the need for a righteous King to lead the nation 

• “Did what is right in his own eyes”:  found twice in Judges 
– Beginning and end of the “Epilogue” section of Judges 
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Doing What Is Right In Your Own Eyes 
- Definition 

6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes. 

• Converse of doing what “is right in the eyes of the LORD”  

– Living according to your own personal, ungodly standard 

– Sin of Adam and Eve 

• Clearly, Micah and his mother were not living according to God’s 
commandments;  

– they think that they are the best judge of good and evil 

2/18/2018 

Page 12 



Right In His Own Eyes 

• Proverbs 12:15  

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 
But he who heeds counsel is wise. 

• Proverbs 21:2  

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, 
But the LORD weighs the hearts. 
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Man’s Wisdom – Folly and Evil 



Doing What Is Right In Your Own Eyes 
- Deuteronomy 12:8-11 

8 “You shall not at all do as we are doing here today - every man doing 
whatever is right in his own eyes  
9 for as yet you have not come to the rest and the inheritance which the 
Lord your God is giving you. 10 But when you cross over the Jordan and 
dwell in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He 
gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so that you dwell in 
safety,  
11 then there will be the place where the Lord your God chooses to make 
His name abide. There you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt 
offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, 
and all your choice offerings which you vow to the Lord.  
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God Is To Be Worshiped According To His 
Word – Not As Man Believes Is Correct 



Tabernacle in Shiloh 

• Some believe Micah’s house 
was located in Bethel 
– About 10 miles away from Shiloh 

• Narrative is vague 
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Doing Right In The Sight of the LORD 

“Be careful to obey all these things I command you, so that you and 
your children after you may prosper forever, because you will be 
doing what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God” 
(Deuteronomy 12:28) 

… you have listened to the voice of the Lord your God, to keep all His 
commandments which I command you today, to do what is right in 
the eyes of the Lord your God. (Deuteronomy 13:18) 

because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and had 
not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days 
of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. (1 Kings 15:5) 
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An Unemployed Levite 
- Judges 17:7-8 

7 Now there was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of 
Judah; he was a Levite... 8 The man departed from the city of Bethlehem 
in Judah to stay wherever he could find a place. Then he came to the 
mountains of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. 

• Levites did not have an allotted inheritance as did the other tribes.  

• They were to live off of the tithes and support of their fellow Israelites 

• Probably highlights the fact that the Levites were not being supported 
by Israel – suffering from unemployment 

Be careful not to overlook the Levites as long as you live in the land 
(Deuteronomy 12:19) 
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A New Job 
- Judges 17:9-10 

9 And Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?”  So he said to him, 
“I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am on my way to find a 
place to stay.”  10 Micah said to him, “Dwell with me, and be a father and 
a priest to me, and I will give you ten shekels of silver per year, a suit of 
clothes, and your sustenance.” So the Levite went in.  

• Micah now has his own “homemade religion.”  

– He has a shrine containing various pieces of forbidden idols  

– a son and a Levite who are set apart to serve as his priest 

• Reworded …. 

– The young Levite was willing to prostitute his calling to be a private 
priest for Micah the idolater, with the tools of his trade being those 
forbidden idols housed in his sacred shrine 
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A New Life 
- Judges 17:11-12 

11 Then the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man 
became like one of his sons to him. 12 So Micah consecrated the Levite, 
and the young man became his priest, and lived in the house of Micah. 13 

Then Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since I 
have a Levite as priest!” 

• Micah consecrated the Levite 

– Became Micah’s priest – no longer serving the LORD 

– Became like a son to Micah 

• Now I know the LORD will be good to me 

– Later we’ll see the Levite was Moses’ grandson Jonathan (18:30) 

– Violated God’s directive to Levites to attend to the priesthood rather 
than one of another religion (Numbers 3:10) 
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Micah Expects God To Bless Him … 
Once Again – Applying Canaan View to God 



The Danites Adopt Micah’s Idolatry 
- Judges Chapter 18 

READING 

• Judges 18:1-10 

• Judges 18:11-20 

• Judges 18:21-31 
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Tribe of Dan Seek Their Inheritance 
- Judges 18:1 

1 In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of 
the Danites was seeking an inheritance for itself to dwell in; for until that 
day their inheritance among the tribes of Israel had not fallen to them.  

• Second time the phrase is used – “there was no king in Israel” 

• Danites seeking an inheritance 

– Inheritance had not fallen to them ?! 

– .i.e., the Danites had not fully possessed the inheritance that was 
allotted to them by Joshua 
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Tribe Of Dan 
- Not A Success Story 

• Danites were one of the least successful tribes in Israel when it came 
to taking possession of their allotted inheritance 

Judges 1:34-35   

34 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountains, for 
they would not allow them to come down to the valley; 35 and the 
Amorites were determined to dwell in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in 
Shaalbim; yet when the strength of the house of Joseph became 
greater, they were put under tribute. 

– Forced to live in the hill country - prevented from farming 

– Samson, a Danite, did not help the tribe to possess their inheritance 

• Too busy chasing Philistine girls and killing Philistine men 

– The Danites failure was probably do to a lack of faith and obedience 
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Spies Search The Land 
- Judges 18:2 

2 So the children of Dan sent five men of their family from their territory, 
men of valor from Zorah and Eshtaol, to spy out the land and search it. 
They said to them, “Go, search the land.” So they went to the mountains 
of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged there.  

• Sound familiar? 

– Similar to Moses and Joshua sending out spies to investigate the 
promised land (investigate God’s blessings) 

– Stopped in Ephraim on their travels …  

• They don’t recognize a house of idolatry 

• Problem 

– Searching the promised land for a place for the Tribe of Dan 

• Land is already allocated and settled by the rest of Israel 

– Is Dan willing to steal their inheritance from their brothers? 
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Problems With This Story? 
- Judges 18:3-4 

3 While they were at the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the 
young Levite. They turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you 
here? What are you doing in this place? What do you have here?” 
4 He said to them, “Thus and so Micah did for me. He has hired me, and I 
have become his priest.” 

• He has hired me … 

– Micah as the author of the worship – owns the Levite 

• God’s plan:  Levites separate, but supported by the nation 

– … who directs your actions:  your employer … 
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Asking The Wrong Questions 
- Judges 18:5-6 

5 So they said to him, “Please inquire of God, that we may know whether the 
journey on which we go will be prosperous.”  6 And the priest said to them, “Go 
in peace. The presence of the LORD be with you on your way.” 

• Inquire of God 

– Picky:  did not invoke the covenant name LORD 

• Presence of the LORD be with you on your way 

– ESV:  under the eye of the LORD 

– Did he really seek the LORD’s response or was this “off the cuff” response 

• Believe the response is general and vague 

• Sounds like Ahab and Jehoshaphat and prophets of baal (1 Kings 22:6) 

– So they said, “Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the 
king 
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Man’s Answer to Life’s Problems 
- Judges 18:7 

7 So the five men departed and went to Laish. They saw the people who were 
there, how they dwelt safely, in the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure. 
There were no rulers in the land who might put them to shame for anything. 
They were far from the Sidonians, and they had no ties with anyone. 

• Issues … 

– Were the inhabitants of Laish 

• this place Canaanites who should have been destroyed or  

• Were they removed from Canaan – given the opportunity to surrender 
peaceably? 

• Deuteronomy 20:10-18 

– Did another tribe inherit this land 

• If so, Dainties were stealing their inheritance 

• In short – seems like the Danites are taking the easy way out and not 
following God’s direction 
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Tribe of Dan’s Move 
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The Spirit Of Man Moves 
- Judges 18:8-10 

8 Then the spies came back to their brethren at Zorah and Eshtaol ...  9 So 
they said, “Arise, let us go up against them. For we have seen the land, and 
indeed it is very good. Would you do nothing? Do not hesitate to go, and 
enter to possess the land. 10 When you go, you will come to a secure people 
and a large land. For God has given it into your hands, a place where there is 
no lack of anything that is on the earth.” 

• At Zorah and Eshtaol 

– Here the Spirit of the LORD began to move on Samson … (13:24) 

• What a contrast  

– In Numbers 13:  Twelve spies afraid of Canaanites;  didn’t believe God 

– In Joshua 2:  Two spies were hidden in a dangerous city;  believed God 

– In Judges 18:  Five spies are excited of victory;  not directed by God 

• Rebuke their brothers for not attacking 
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Army of Dan Visit Micah’s Shrine 
- Judges 18:11-17 

11 And six hundred men of the family of the Danites went from there, from Zorah 
and Eshtaol, armed with weapons of war. 12 Then they went up and encamped in 
Kirjath Jearim in Judah...13 And they passed from there to the mountains of 
Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah. 
14 Then the five men who had gone to spy out the country of Laish answered and 
said to their brethren, “Do you know that there are in these houses an ephod, 
household idols, a carved image, and a molded image? Now therefore, consider 
what you should do.” 15 So they turned aside there, and came to the house of the 
young Levite man—to the house of Micah—and greeted him. 16 The six hundred 
men armed with their weapons of war, who were of the children of Dan, stood 
by the entrance of the gate.  
17 Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land went up. Entering there, 
they took the carved image, the ephod, the household idols, and the molded 
image. The priest stood at the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men 
who were armed with weapons of war. 
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Threatened With A Better Life 
- Judges 18:18-20 

18 When these went into Micah’s house and took the carved image, the 
ephod, the household idols, and the molded image, the priest said to 
them, “What are you doing?”  19 …“Be quiet, put your hand over your 
mouth, and come with us; be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for 
you to be a priest to the household of one man, or that you be a priest to 
a tribe and a family in Israel?” 20 So the priest’s heart was glad; ... 

• Borderline threat to Micah’s priest … but with a generous offer: 
– Bigger congregation;  
– Higher salary;  
– Better benefit package 

• A telling response from the Levite 
– Poor response to Micah who treated the Levite like a son 
– A priest who does not seek God’s direction 
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Stealing and Hypocrisy 
- Judges 18:21-23 

21 Then they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the livestock, 
and the goods in front of them. 22 When they were a good way from the 
house of Micah, the men who were in the houses near Micah’s house 
gathered together and overtook the children of Dan. 23 And they called 
out to the children of Dan. So they turned around and said to Micah, 
“What ails you, that you have gathered such a company?” 

• Danites expected trouble 
– Put their family and valuables out of harms way 

• Looks like Micah’s shrine was utilized by more than his family 
– The whole community turned out with Micah to pursue the Danites 

• Dan’s response:  what troubles you 
– An attempt at innocent response 
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So Much Said in One Verse 
- Judges 18:24 

24 So he said, “You have taken away my gods which I made, and the 
priest, and you have gone away. Now what more do I have? How can you 
say to me, ‘What ails you?’” 

• Sad commentary – repeated throughout history … 

– A story of misplaced faith and trust 

• Micah, the man who stole from his mother … 

– … now protests when his gods are stolen from him 

• Micah’s confession - My gods that I made (non-gods) 

– Can’t save themselves or defend Micah 

• What more do I have?   

– Shows how much Micah put his faith in his false religion 
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Threats and Violence 
… In The Name Of God … 

25 And the children of Dan said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard 
among us, lest angry men fall upon you, and you lose your life, with the 
lives of your household!” 26 Then the children of Dan went their way. And 
when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went 
back to his house. 
27 So they took the things Micah had made, and the priest who had 
belonged to him, and went to Laish, to a people quiet and secure; and 
they struck them with the edge of the sword and burned the city with 
fire. 28 There was no deliverer, because it was far from Sidon, and they 
had no ties with anyone. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth Rehob. 
So they rebuilt the city and dwelt there.  
29 And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their 
father, who was born to Israel. However, the name of the city formerly 
was Laish. 
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Idolatry, False Priests and  
A Canaanite Life 

30 Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and 
Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests to 
the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. 31 So they set up for 
themselves Micah’s carved image which he made, all the time that the house of 
God was in Shiloh. 

• Scribal changes 
– Captivity of the land:  entry may have been added indicating Dan’s 

continuing idolatry until the captivity by Assyria (2 Kings 17) 

– “Moses” to “Manasseh”  
• Older manuscripts state Moses’ grandson vice Manasseh's 
• Attempt to disconnect Moses’ family from involvement with idolatry 

• House of God was in Shiloh 
– Purposeful contrast:   Dan refused to worship God in Shiloh 

– If they had not moved north, they would have been that much closer to 
the House of God 
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And Now The Rest of the Story 
- History Repeated 

1 Kings 12:28-31  Israel’s King Jeroboam 

28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and 
said to the people, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. 
Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land 
of Egypt!” 29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in 
Dan. 30 Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to 
worship before the one as far as Dan. 31 He made shrines on the 
high places, and made priests from every class of people, who were 
not of the sons of Levi. 
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Explains Why It Dan (and Bethel) 
Accepted Jeroboam’s Idolatry 



The Levite’s Concubine 
Judges Chapter 19 

READING 

• Judges 19:1-10 

• Judges 19:11-20 

• Judges 19:21-30 
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A New Levite Story 
- Judges 19:1 

1 And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that 
there was a certain Levite staying in the remote mountains of Ephraim. 
He took for himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. 

• Not the same Levite from Chapter 18 & 19 

• A concubine was a second level, legal wife whose children typically 
had no inheritance rights 

– More elevated than a mere servant 

• She was not free – was a slave to her master 

• She did not have the legal rights of a free wife 

– Concubine relationships were never divinely approved 
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“Marital Problems” 
- Judges 19:2 

2 But his concubine played the harlot against him, and went away from 
him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there four 
whole months. 

• Some translations - "she was angry and left him." or "became angry 
with him 

– It seems that the context supports “playing the harlot”. 

– For a wife to leave her husband was not allowed.  

– When she left, everyone would assume she had committed an 
unfaithful act and was put away by her husband  
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The Loving Husband 
- Judges 19:3-5 

3 Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and 
bring her back, having his servant and a couple of donkeys with him. So 
she brought him into her father’s house; and when the father of the 
young woman saw him, he was glad to meet him. 4 Now his father-in-
law, the young woman’s father, detained him; and he stayed with him 
three days. So they ate and drank and lodged there. 
5 Then it came to pass on the fourth day that they arose early in the 
morning, and he stood to depart; but the young woman’s father said to 
his son-in-law, “Refresh your heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward 
go your way.” 

• The husband speaks kindly - lovingly – brings her gifts 

• The Father Was over-joyed that his daughter would be reunited with 
her husband - avoid shaming the family … 
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Familiar Sounding Story … 
- Judges 19:6-10 

6 So they sat down, and the two of them ate and drank together. Then 
the young woman’s father said to the man, “Please be content to stay all 
night, and let your heart be merry.” 7 And when the man stood to depart, 
his father-in-law urged him; so he lodged there again. 8 Then he arose 
early in the morning on the fifth day to depart, but the young woman’s 
father said, “Please refresh your heart.” So they delayed until afternoon; 
and both of them ate.  9 And when the man stood to depart—he and his 
concubine and his servant—his father-in-law, the young woman’s father, 
said to him, “Look, the day is now drawing toward evening; please spend 
the night. See, the day is coming to an end; lodge here, that your heart 
may be merry. Tomorrow go your way early, so that you may get home.”  
10 However, the man was not willing to spend that night; so he rose and 
departed, and came opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). With him were 
the two saddled donkeys; his concubine was also with him. 
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Unwelcomed at Gibeah – Not a Good Sign 
- Judges 19:11-15 

11 They were near Jebus, …; and the servant said to his master, “Come, 
please, and let us turn aside into this city of the Jebusites and lodge in it.”  
12 But his master said to him, “We will not turn aside here into a city of 
foreigners, ...” 13 …“Come, let us draw near to one of these places, and 
spend the night in Gibeah or in Ramah.” 14 And they passed by and went 
their way; ... 15 They turned aside there to go in to lodge in Gibeah. And 
when he went in, he sat down in the open square of the city, for no one 
would take them into his house to spend the night. 

• Jebus (Jerusalem) was a Canaanite city at this time 

• Gibeah was King Saul's birthplace and capital (1 Sam. 10:26; 15:34) 

• Ramah was Samuel's birthplace 

• Shameful act of the citizens not offering hospitality, which was so 
important in that day 
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Found A Friendly Face … 
- Judges 19:16-21 

16 Just then an old man came in from his work in the field at evening, 
who also was from the mountains of Ephraim; he was staying in Gibeah, 
whereas the men of the place were Benjamites… 

18 …“We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah toward the remote 
mountains of Ephraim; ... I went to Bethlehem in Judah; now I am going 
to the house of the Lord. But there is no one who will take me into his 
house …  

20 And the old man said, “Peace be with you! However, let all your needs 
be my responsibility; only do not spend the night in the open square.” 21 
So he brought him into his house ... 

• "the man was from the hill country of Ephraim" This is the same area 
that the Levite was from. 
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Sons of the devil 
- Judges 19:22 

22 As they were enjoying themselves, suddenly certain men of the city, 
perverted men, surrounded the house and beat on the door. They spoke 
to the master of the house, the old man, saying, “Bring out the man who 
came to your house, that we may know him carnally!” 

• Perverted men:   "worthless fellows"  

– This is literally "sons of Belial,"  

• From two Hebrew words, "sons of worthlessness"  

• Deuteronomy 13:13;    1 Samuel 2:12 

– Later, in the Apocrypha it became a title for Satan 

– “And what accord has Christ with Belial?”   (2 Corinthians 6:15) 
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Story of Sodom And Gomorrah 
- Judges 19:23-25 

23 But the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to 
them, “No, my brethren! I beg you, do not act so wickedly! Seeing this 
man has come into my house, do not commit this outrage. 24 Look, here 
is my virgin daughter and the man’s concubine; … 25 But the men would 
not heed him. So the man took his concubine and brought her out to 
them. And they knew her and abused her all night until morning; and 
when the day began to break, they let her go. 

• Notice how this request is characterized. 

– "do not act so wickedly"  

– "do not commit this act of folly 

• "senseless" or "disgraceful - it usually has a sexual connotation 

• Notice how the Levite acts – all love is lost for his concubine … 

2/18/2018 

Page 45 



A Horrific End 
- Judges 19:26-27 

26 Then the woman came as the day was dawning, and fell down at the 
door of the man’s house where her master was, till it was light. 

27 When her master arose in the morning, and opened the doors of the 
house and went out to go his way, there was his concubine, fallen at the 
door of the house with her hands on the threshold. 28 And he said to her, 
“Get up and let us be going.” But there was no answer. So the man lifted 
her onto the donkey; and the man got up and went to his place. 

• No grief shown for the violent death of concubine 

• The same woman he spoke to lovingly at the beginning of the story 
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The Horrible Act Doesn’t End 
- Judges 19:29-30 

29 When he entered his house he took a knife, laid hold of his concubine, 
and divided her into twelve pieces, limb by limb, and sent her throughout 
all the territory of Israel. 30 And so it was that all who saw it said, “No 
such deed has been done or seen from the day that the children of Israel 
came up from the land of Egypt until this day. Consider it, confer, and 
speak up!” 

• "cut her in twelve pieces" The verb is often used of sacrificial acts 

– King Saul performed a similar act to call the Twelve Tribes into 
action (1 Samuel 11:7) 

• Consider it, confer, and speak up 

– imperatives to focus the reader to action 

• This terrible act became a proverb for evil (Hosea 9:9; 10:9). 
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Reference / Proverb for Evil 
- Hosea 9:9 and 10:9 

• Hosea 9:9 

They are deeply corrupted, 

As in the days of Gibeah. 

He will remember their iniquity; 

He will punish their sins. 

• Hosea 10:9 

“O Israel, you have sinned from the days of Gibeah; 

There they stood. 

The battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity 

Did not overtake them. 
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King Saul’s Call to Action Against Ammonites  
- 1 Samuel 11:4-7 

4 So the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and told the news in the 
hearing of the people. And all the people lifted up their voices and wept. 
5 Now there was Saul, coming behind the herd from the field; and Saul 
said, “What troubles the people, that they weep?” And they told him the 
words of the men of Jabesh. 6 Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul 
when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused. 7 So he 
took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all 
the territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, “Whoever does 
not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his 
oxen.” 

And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out with one 
consent. 
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A Terrible Threat - Not The Best Way 
to Encourage Your Countrymen 



Why Record A Terrible Crime? 

• These verses show: 

1. the Levite's callused feelings toward his concubine 

2. the Levite's anger and sense of violation expressed toward the whole 
tribe of Benjamin 

• The actions of 

1. the townspeople of Gibeah (i.e., no offer of shelter) 

2. the worthless fellows (i.e., sexual demands) 

3. the Levite (i.e., putting his concubine at the door for the mob and his 
callous reaction to her murder) 

4. the tribe of Benjamin (not punishing the worthless fellows i) 

5. the over reaction of the Israeli - destroying a whole tribe 

• This is the theological point of Judges 17-21 – a righteous king 
would/could solve the problem (Jdgs.19:1) 
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